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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Pennines Township Committee.

Highways

The Highways Service has agreed the capital programme for 2015/16 and completed all outstanding 
work on the Highway Investment Programme (HIP) by the end of March 2015. These schemes will 
deliver improved traffic flow through the Pennines villages. 
The following works are remaining on highway and structure schemes as part of the capital 
programme for 2015/16

 Todmorden Road Retaining Walls 3 and 4 – work ongoing
 Higher Calder Brook retaining wall – planned
 Cook St area traffic calming

A 2 year forward programme is being presented at January 2016 township for approval.

We have responded to flooding issues over the previous couple of months and are working on a
long term solution to Calder Avenue

Library Service

Libraries are being well used across the Pennines Township, particularly to support customers in the 
following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; digital inclusion; skills, jobs and business support; 
reading and literacy; early years and stronger families; preventing social isolation – particularly with 
the elderly.

There are weekly events and activities at every Pennines library including IT Training sessions and 
reading groups. There have been slightly more visits so far in 2015-16 than in the equivalent time in 
2014-15.

Many residents of the Pennines visited the highly successful Rochdale Literature and Ideas Festival 
between October 23-25.  There were class visits to Pennines schools and fringe events in venues 
within the Pennines. 

Youth Service

Young people in the Pennines have been involved with the Stoptober Campaign and have learnt 
about the effects of smoking and the dangers that it can have on your health and wellbeing.  They 
have also looked at the different types of cancers that can be attributed to smoking.

Other projects that 
young people have covered are personal safety particularly in relation to trick or treating, bonfire and 
firework safety.  Some young people have also participated in a project for black history month and 
during October half term they visited the Slavery Museum in Liverpool. 
A group of young people in Smallbridge held a MacMillan coffee morning in the library and they 
managed to raise £70 for this very worthy cause. 



Young people in Milnrow enjoyed making ribbon badges for World Aids Day on 1st December so 
much that they decided that they would make larger ones to display on the Christmas tree.  Other 
work undertaken has included alcohol awareness in preparation for the pending Christmas 
festivities. Detached youth workers have been on the streets on Monday, Thursday and Friday 
evenings engaging young people in positive activities and discussions on a number of issues.
Future plans for young people in the Pennines include the start of another Duke of Edinburgh group, 
preparation for a presentation at a future Township meeting, football sessions on a Tuesday evening 
at Wardle Academy and issue based work in Milnrow YC, Smallbridge Library and on the mobile 
buses. 

Community Safety

In response to anti-social behaviour, Council Officers are working with Councillors and the Friends 
of the Park to improve the CCTV in Milnrow Memorial Park. This will improve the safety for park 
users and increase the capacity to gather evidence of incidents.

Community Safety has led on a project to improve CCTV along Dale Street.  The cameras have 
been replaced with an improved High Definition quality which is monitored centrally at Holland Rise.  
This had made a significant improvement to costs in resourcing the viewing and downloading of 
footage on site.  

Crime & ASB Prevention Officers continue to undertake investigations of crime and anti-social 
behaviour reported by members of the community via direct contact, Members Enquiry System, 
ASB web reporting and contact centre notifications.  These incidents can range from groups 
congregating and causing minor disturbance to loud noisy parties culminating in fighting. These 
incidents are dealt with using ASB procedures / tools and powers and can lead to Acceptable 
Behaviour Contracts or Criminal Behaviour Orders. Recently a young person living locally has been 
made subject to an Anti-Social Behaviour Order.  

Working within the Partnership Enforcement Team at Rochdale Police Station the Crime & ASB 
Prevention Officers contribute to gathering and providing intelligence on Organised Crime Groups 
working within communities across the Borough of Rochdale covering all Townships.  This work is 
highly confidential as it is sensitive in nature i.e. CSE and Human Trafficking offences.  Often these 
crimes come to light from a report of low level ASB and upon further investigation have led to 
prosecutions.

Community News

Flooding
The Boxing day floods had a major impact in Pennines Township with many areas being affected 
this included a number of houses and businesses in Littleborough; those affected received 
remarkable levels of support from volunteers within the community and from public services. Many 
items have been donated, and services provided free of charge by local tradesmen, as a Township 
we are extremely grateful for this. In such dire circumstances the community spirit was incredible 
and support is still ongoing.

Remembrance Sunday
Residents across the Pennines turned out in their hundreds to show their support and pay their 
respects at Milnrow, Littleborough, Wardle and Shore services. The numbers attending grow year 
on year, the Council work with the community and partners to ensure the events are a success.

Pennines Clean and Green Team
The Clean and Green Team are continuing to address local grot spot issues around the Township. 
We have received really positive feedback from residents when clean-ups are completed. 

Smallbridge Christmas Festival
Children and families enjoyed an afternoon of craft session, refreshments and Christmas carols at 
Smallbridge Library. Lanterns, made by the children, were illuminated during the carols and even 
Santa managed to make an appearance. The event was enjoyed by all. 

Littleborough Lights Switch On
Rain didn’t stop the community turning up and enjoying another fantastic event organised by 
Littleborough Events and Activities Forum (LEAF). Following activities and entertainment provided 



by local groups, the lights were switched on by the Littleborough Lions peace poster competition 
winner. 

Small Business Saturday
Window judging took place on 5th December in Milnrow and Littleborough. It was clear that shops 
and businesses had increased their efforts as the standard of festive shop windows was extremely 
high and proved difficult to judge. Village Treasures and Flower Borough were crowned the winners 
with three runners up certificates also being awarded. 

Councillor Aftab Hussain
Pennines Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township Committee


